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CONPIDENTIAL HAVANA 1332 
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SUBJECT: YHOMBY-OPANGO VISIT TO CUBA 

1. USINT OPPICER, MAY 17, CALLED ON CONGOLESE COUNSELOR (MBOKO) 

POR RUNDOWN ON MAY 7 THROUGH 13 YHOMBY-OPANGO VISIT TO CUBA. 

(PYI MBOKO IS SYMPATHETIC TO CUBANS AND HAS NOT BEEN PULLY 
RELIABLE SOURCE. END PYI). MBOKO CLAIMED THAT POSSIBLITY OP 

SHABA INCURSION HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED BETWEEN CASTRO AND YHOMBY- 
OPANGO AND THAT SHABA ACTIONS COME AS COMPLETE SURPRISE TO 
CONGOLESE. MBOKO STATED THAT, ALTHOUGH CONGOLESE HAVE HAD PRO- 
BLEMS WITH ZAIRE SINCE 1963 AND MOBUTU IS INVOLVED IN POLICY OP 
"MURDERING TRIBAL RIVALS " IN SHABA, BRAZZAVILLE DISPATCH OP 
SPECIAL EMISSARIES BOTH TO KINSHASA AND LUANDA SHOWS THAT CONGO 
STILL WISHES TO MAINTAIN POSTURE OF DIALOGUE TOWARD ZAIRE. 

2. MBOKO CONTINUED, IN APPARENTLY SPECULATIVE VEIN, THAT 
SHABA INCURSION IS PROBABLY INTENDED AS REVENGE BY NETO 
POR ZAIRE SUPPORT OP DISSIDENT ANGOLAN GROUPS. HE ADDED THAT 
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NETO HAD ALWAYS WANTED TO GET EX-KATANGA GENDARMES OUT OF 
ANGOLA, AND INDEED, CONGO HAD SOME TIME AGO HELPED ZAIRE 
AND ANGOLA REACH AGREEMENT WHEREBY MOBUTU WOULD ACCEPT 
EX-KATANGESE BACK IN SHABA. DISSIDENT KATANGESE AMBITION 
TO SEIZE POWER IN SHABA, AND ULTIMATELY KINSHASA, NEATLY 
COINCIDES WITH NETO'S URGE TO RID HIMSELP OF KATANGESE, 

MOBOKO SAID. 
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3. MBOKO CLAIMED THAT YHOMBY-OPANGO HAD NOT ASKED EOR 
CUBAN MILTARY HELP DURING HIS VISIT HERE. HE SAID THAT 
CONGOLESE ARE DEEENDING BORDER AGAINST ELEC INCURSIONS 
EROM CABINDA, BUT THAT BRAZZABILLE DOES NOT NOW REQUIRE 
CUBAN HELP FOR THIS PURPOSE, EXCEPT FOR TRAINING OF CONGO- 
LESE MILITARY CADRES-BOTH IN CONGO AND CUBA. HE CONTINUED 
THAT POINTE-NOIRE EACILITIES ARE USED TO PROVISION AND EUEL 
SHIPS CARRYING SUPPLIES TO CUBAN FORCES IN CABINDA. MBOKO 
ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT, IE AT EUTURE DATE, CONGOLESE COULD 
NOT DEEEND FRONTIER, THEY MIGHT ASK EOR OUTSIDE, INCLUDING 
CUBAN, HELP. (COMMENT: MOBOKO APPEARED TO BE HINTING AT 
POSSIBLE CUBAN COMMITMENT ON BORDER HELP.) 

4. MBOKO CONFIRMED THAT BULGARIA HAD CANCELLED INVITATION 
TO YHOMBY-OPANGO BECAUSE "BULGARIAN PRESIDENT WAS BUSY," 

BUT HE DREW NO SPECIAL CONCULSIONS FROM THIS. HE VOLUN- 
TEERED THAT CUBA HAD RECEIVED YHOMBY WHICH SHOWED THAT 
SOVIET UNION IS NOT DISTURBED WITH CONGOLESE. (COMMENT: 
BULGARIAN AMBASSADOR AND SOVIET CHARGE WERE INVITED TO, AND 
ATTENDED, RECEPTION HOSTED BY YHOMBY-OPANGO HERE. CONGOLESE 
PRESIDENT, INDEED, WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO DEFINE CONGO AS 
"COMMUNIST STATE" DURING CASTRO MEDAL PRESENTATION CEREMONY 
HERE, MAY 8, BUT CUBAN TREATMENT OF YHOMBY-OPANGO VISIT, 

WHILE EXTREMELY CORDIA, DID NOT APPROXIMATE IN ANY WAY 
RECEPTION OFFERED TO MENGISTU TWO WEEKS BEFORE.) 
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5. ON ECONOMIC MATTERS, MBOKO SAID THAT NEW CUBAN-CONGO- 
LESE AGREEMENT ON "RURAL ECONOMY" COOPERATION IS PRINCIPALLY 
AIMED AT FURTHER ACCELERATING EXISTING DAIRY CATTLE COOP- 
ERATION, PARTICULARLY IN GENETIC MIXING OF CUBAN AND CONGO- 
LESE COWS. CUBANS ALSO SAID THAT THEY WOULD HELP, WITHIN 
THEIR RESTRICTED POSSIBILITIES, IN DEVELOPMENT, RESTORATION, 

AND REPAIR OF CONGOLESE SUGAR AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY. 

6. MBOKO ADDED THAT CUBAN AGREEMENT TO DELIVER SOME 15 
THOUSAND TONS OF SUGAR IN 1978-79 (MBOKO WAS UNCERTAIN 
WHETHER THIS IS ANNUAL OR TWO-YEAR FIGURE), AT APPARENTLY 
CONCESSIONAL PRICES, IS INTENDED TO TIDE CONGO OVER UNTIL 
CURRENTLY BROKEN DOWN SUGAR MILL CAN BE REPAIRED. 

7. IN ADDITION TO AGREEMENT TO CONTINUE COOPERATION AND 
CONSULTATION BETWEEN TWO FOREIGN MINISTRIES AND ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF UNBRELLA INTERGOVERNMENTAL MIXED COMMISSION, 
MBOKO SAID THAT YHOMBY-OPANGO VISIT REAFFIRMED DESIRABILITY 
OF CONTINUING TIES AND EXCHANGES OF INFORMATION AND CARDRES 
(FOR TRAINING) BETWEEN OFFICIAL PARTIES AND MASS ORGANIZATION 
OF CONGO AND CUBA. 
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8. CONGOLESE-CUBAN COMMUNIQUE, ISSUED HERE MAY 12, CONTAINS EOLLOWING 
POINTS OE PARTICULAR INTEREST FROM HAVANA PERSPECTIVE: 

-BOTH PARTIES CONDEMNED US EMBARGO AND GUANTANAMO. 

-BOTH PARTIES RECOGNIZED "SUCCESSES " OF SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, 

AND PARTICUEARLY SOVIET UNION, IN CREATING FAVORABEE INTERNATIONAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION AND REVOEUTIONARY MOVEMENT. 
BOTH PRAISED UNITY BETWEN LIBERATION FORCES AND SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. 
-BOTH SUPPORTED REVOEUTIONARY CHANGES IN ETHIOPIA AND DEMANDED 
RESPECT FOR ETHIOPIAN UNITY, BUT NO SPECIFIC MENTION WAS MADE OF 
CUBAN 

MILITARY HELP OR MILITARY ACTION IN ERITREA. 

-BOTH ENDORSED MPLA AND NETO PERSONALLY AND CONDEMNED FNLA, 

UNITA, AND ELEC, BUT NO MENTION WAS MADE OF ZAIRE. 
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-ON SOUTHERN AFRICA, BOTH SUPPORTED PATRIOTIC FRONT, SWAPO, AND ANC, 
DENOUNCED "IMPERIALIST MANEUVERS, AND REAFFIRMED DEFENSIVE SOLIDAR- 
ITY WITH FRONT LINE, PARTICULARLY ANGOLA,MOZAMBIQUE, ZAMBIA AND 
BOTSWANA. 

9. COMMENT: COONGOLESE AMBASSADOR HERE HAS BEEN VERY FIRM IN DESCRIB- 
ING YHOMBY-OPANGO AS MAN WHO IS OPEN TOWARD COOPERATION WITH WEST. 
MBOKO ENDED HIS PRESENTATION, MAY 17, BY SAYING THAT, WHILE CONGO WAS 
TRYING TO GET HELP FROM CUBA, IT WAS EXPECTING MORE HELP FROM US IN 
YHOMBY-OPANGO'S EFFORT TO SPUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

LANE 
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